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March 9, 2026

Hon. Doug Downie
Attorney General of Ontario
McMurtry-Scott Bldg

720 Bay St, 11th FI
Toronto, ON M7A 2S9

Via email: attorneygeneral@ontario.ca

Dear Hon. Doug Downie,

The Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA) is writing to express deep and growing
concern about the escalating use of Ministerial Supervision over elected school boards
and the reported proposal to eliminate elected school boards across Ontario.

The recent decision to place the elected the York Catholic District School Board under
supervision brings the total number of boards under direct provincial control to eight.
The province has already assumed control of the Toronto District School Board, Toronto
Catholic District School Board, York Catholic District School Board, Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board, Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board, Thames Valley
District School Board, and Near North District School Board.

Collectively, these boards serve more than 777,000 students—nearly 37 per cent of
Ontario’s publicly funded student population. Decisions affecting hundreds of thousands
of students and families are now being made without meaningful local representation.
Democratically elected trustees have been displaced by provincially appointed
supervisors, removing a vital layer of public accountability from Ontario’s public
education system.

We are particularly concerned by the signaling that the government is considering
fundamental restructuring—or even the wholesale elimination—elected school boards
across Ontario and doing so without meaningful consultation with affected communities.
School boards are the oldest form of elected representation in Ontario, more than 210
years of democratic history. Eliminating elected trustees province-wide would centralize
unprecedented decision-making authority in Queen’s Park and strip communities of
direct democratic oversight over public education.
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CCLA previously raised concerns regarding Bill 33, including provisions that lower the
threshold for placing boards under supervision. Taken together, these measures
represent a significant consolidation of executive power at the expense of local
democratic governance.

Many of the boards now under supervision serve some of the most racially diverse
communities in Ontario. Ministerial supervision has a particular impact on marginalized
and vulnerable student populations including students with disabilities, 2SLGBTQIA+
students, and newcomers. Important student voices, elected student trustees, have
been eliminated. Local school boards are the only democratic institutions where
communities can directly shape education policy and ensure decisions reflect lived
experiences. Removing elected trustees, including student trustees, disproportionately
impacts communities whose voices are already underrepresented in provincial decision-
making.

Public education is a cornerstone of a democratic society. Democratic accountability
requires that those most affected by decisions have a real and respected say in how
those decisions are made. When governments sideline elected voices, democratic
principles are weakened, education systems are destabilized, and communities are
silenced. These actions risk harming students’ learning environments and disrupting the
working conditions of teachers, administrators, and education workers.

We respectfully urge the Government of Ontario to:

« Swiftly restore democratic governance to all supervised school boards;

e Engage in meaningful consultation with students, parents, families, educators,
and communities whose voices have been excluded; and

« Abandon any proposal to eliminate elected school boards across the province.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss these serious concerns
further.

Sincerely,
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Howard Sapers Harini Sivalingam

Executive Director, CCLA Director, Equality Program, CCLA

Cc:  Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario: premier@ontario.ca
Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Education: minister.edu@ontario.ca
Chandra Pasma, Official Opposition Education Critic: CPasma-QP@ndp.on.ca
John Fraser, Critic for Education: jfraser.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
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