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I, the undersigned, BASIR NAQVI, residing and domiciled at
following:

[...],

do solemnly aftirm the

1.

I was born and raised in the West Island in Montreal. I attended public primary and
secondary school betore doing a program in Health Sciences at Marianopolis
College.

2.

Afterthis, I started a program in Honours Software Engineering at McGiII University
before switching to a Bachelor’s in Commerce (B.Com.) in Information Systems
after one semester. I graduated at the top of my class and was President of the
Management Information Systems Student Association.

3.

When I finished my B.Com., I started a business in advertising, but due to personal
circumstances I had to put that on hold and start regular employment. For three
years I worked at FortNine, Canadas Iargest powersports e-commerce retailer,
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heading multiple departments. While doing this, I applied to law school at McGill
out of a desire to do something for the Montreal and Quebec Muslim communities.
4.

I was accepted by McGill Law and started law school in September 2016. I finished
my law degree in May 2019, and at this point I am continuing to work in ecommerce while I decide whether legal work is for me, especially given the
restrictions created by the Act respecting the Iaicity of the state (the ‘Act”).

5.

I was raised as a Muslim and I remain a practicing Muslim to this day. I am an
active member of Montreal’s Muslim community and have been for many years,
and my faith is an important part of my daily lite. To that end, as part of my faith, I
wear two religious sym bols.

6.

First, the Prophet Mohammad wore a beard and asked his companions not to
remove theirs. As a result, ail Muslim men are encouraged to wear beards and I
do so as well for explicitly this religious purpose. I have done so from the day it
started growing and have neyer removed it.

7.

Second, I wear a Muslim skulicap that is called a “topi” or ‘kufi”. This is a minor
religious tenet to keep the head covered, as the Prophet Mohammad always kept
his head covered. I wear this to identify myself as a Musiim in public and to be as
visible as my Muslim sisters. I feel that Musiim women get the brunt of anti-Muslim
discrimination because they are more visible, so I try myself to be more visible in
a show of solidarity.

8.

Wearing these religious symbols is part of my identity. It is important to me
specificaiiy to be identified as a Muslim as I go about my day as a good citizen. In
addition to being a visible expression of my faith, wearing religious symbols
publicly and identifying as a Muslim in public is, for me, a part I can play in
countering negative stereotypes against Muslims in Quebec society.

9.

When the Government introduced BilI 211 the Actrespectingthe Iaicityofthe state,
prohibiting a variety of public sector workers including many public sector Iawyers
from wearing any religious symbols, I was appalled.
—

—

10.

The iaw makes me, as a practicing Muslim, teei express!y excluded from important
institutions of Quebec society. I feel that it exacerbates exclusionary sentiment in
Quebec not only towards Muslims but equally to other visible religious minorities.

11.

Specifically, the immediate impact of the Act is to exclude me f rom taking part in
an important aspect Quebec legal society. While in law school, I was in fact
considering being a public prosecutor as a potential career. Now my career options
have shrunk, since if I wanted to be hired as a prosecutor, the Act would oblige me
to remove my skullcap. Because my beard is a religious symbol, the Act would
even require me to shave my beard.
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12.

There is no question that I would neyer compromise on my religious freedom and
my freedom to wear what I choose as a reflection of my religious beliefs for the
sake of getting a job. If it was a job I really wanted, I would fight any restriction on
my religious freedoms. Otherwise, I would probably be forced to choose another
career in my view, an unacceptable “choice” to make.
—

13.

The bottom une is that the Government cannot dictate what I choose to display as
a show of my faith as a condition of my participating in public ife. Now that it has
attempted to do so, I am not sure what I wilI do going forward in terms of my career.

14.

AIl of the facts contained in the present affidavit are true and to my personal
knowledge.

AND I HAVE SIGNED : Basir Naqvi
MONTRÉAL, June

Solemnly declared before me
lnMontréal,June tt,2019

ssionerofathsfortheProvince ot Québec

ïmk

tI

,

2019

