By the Numbers:
Crime, Bail and Pre-trial Detention in
Canada
Crime in Canada: Declining crime rates, declining severity





Canada’s crime rate has been steadily decreasing for decades; the 2012 crime
rate was the lowest it has been since 1972.1
The violent crime rate has also been declining; Canada’s 2012 violent crime rate
was the lowest since 1987.2
In 2012, property offences and other non-violent charges (eg. breaching court
orders, mischief) accounted for 79% of police-reported crime.3
In 2011/2012, an administration of justice charge was the most serious charge
in 22% of completed criminal and federal cases; just under half of these
administration of justice charges stem from violations of bail conditions.4

Canada’s Jails: The rising pre-trial detention population








Provincial and territorial jails hold individuals detained before their trial and
anyone sentenced to a custodial sentence under two years; federal prisons
incarcerate those who are convicted and sentenced to two or more years in
custody.
On an average day in 2012/2013, there were 25,208 people behind bars of
provincial and territorial jails; 54.5% of these people were in pre-trial custody,
legally innocent, awaiting trial or determination of bail.5
Over the past 30 years, the pre-trial detention rate has tripled; 2005 was the first
time Canada’s provincial and territorial jails held more people who were legally
innocent than they did sentenced offenders.6
There are significant differences between different provinces and territories.
Manitoba has the highest proportion of pre-trial incarceration: 66% of people
incarcerated in that province are in pre-trial detention. Other provinces with
high percentages of pre-trial detention include Alberta (61%), Yukon (60%) and
Ontario (60%). Prince Edward Island has the lowest ratio of pre-trial to
sentenced population; 18% of its jailed population is in pre-trial custody.7
Two-thirds of those in pre-trial detention are charged with non-violent offences.
Violation of a previous bail condition is the most common reason for people to
be held for a bail appearance, accounting for just over 1 in 10 cases.8

Disproportionate Impacts






In 2011/2012 Aboriginal Canadians made up 25% of admissions to remand, and just
under 4% of the population. The over-representation of Aboriginal persons is higher for
women than it is for men: 37% of women admitted to remand in Canada are
Aboriginal.9
A study of Toronto’s criminal courts found that, “after controlling for a variety of legal
factors, black accused were much more likely to be remanded to custody before trial
than offenders from other racial backgrounds”10
A disproportionate number of individuals in pre-trial detention have mental health or
substance abuse issues. A study of individuals supervised by bail programs in Ontario
showed that 70% had issues with substances (alcohol or drugs), over 40% reported that
they have current mental health issues, 31% had concurrent mental health and
substance use issues. Approximately one-third reported being homeless.11
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