October --, 2010




Dear ----:

On November 10th and 11th, 2010, the Canadian Civil Liberties Association and the National Union of Public and General Employees will be co-hosting two days of public hearings to examine police activity during the recent G20 Summit in Toronto. The hearings will provide an opportunity for individuals who witnessed or were affected by objectionable police conduct during the Summit to share their stories. There will also be an opportunity for concerned citizens, civil society leaders, academics and other recognized authorities on human rights and civil liberties to make policy or law reform recommendations that relate to the policing of large-scale public demonstrations, such as those that occurred during the G20 Summit.

These hearings are not intended to supplant the various G20-related reviews currently underway, but rather to contribute to them. The primary objectives of the hearings will be: to educate Canadians on the importance of the relationship between democracy, freedom of expression and freedom of assembly; to increase public awareness regarding the impact of G20 Summit on constitutional rights and freedoms; and to promote accountability for the alleged violations of constitutional rights that occurred during the G20 Summit. The CCLA and NUPGE will be producing a report on these hearings which will be released in January 2011.

We would like to invite you to attend this event, either to observe or to make a presentation setting out your perspective on the interaction of policing and civil liberties during the G20 Summit. Your perspective would be very helpful to our review of these issues and we would be thrilled if you could join us for this event. Please let us know if you, or a representative of your office, can join us for this event, and whether you intend to observe of make a presentation, by November 3, 2010.

We are also considering inviting individuals who are presently awaiting trial on G20-related charges to participate in these hearings; however, we are concerned that their participation may be construed as either taking part in a public demonstration or speaking to the media.   As some individuals awaiting trial are subject to bail conditions that prohibit these activities, we would greatly appreciate an undertaking from your office that any such persons will not be arrested for recounting their G20 experiences during this event.

Thank you very much for considering these requests. We look forward to hearing from you.


Sincerely,



	Nathalie Des Rosiers
General Counsel
Canadian Civil Liberties Association
	James Clancy
National President
National Union of Public and General Employees



